Sandy Town Council



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy on Monday 16 May 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present:   Cllrs Mrs S Sutton (Mayor), N Aldis, J Ali, W Jackson, Mrs S Lunn, K Lynch, C Osborne, M Pettit, Mrs M Runchman, M Scott, D Sharman, 
R Smith and Ms S Stacey and G White.
Central Bedfordshire Cllrs Mrs C Maudlin and Mrs N Sheppard and one member of the press were in attendance and three members of the public were present.  The Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk were in attendance.
1 Election of Town Mayor of Sandy 
Resolved: That Cllr Mrs Susan Sutton be elected Town Mayor of Sandy for the ensuing year.

The newly elected Town Mayor publicly made and signed the required Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Town Mayor. The retiring Mayor 
Cllr White congratulated the new Mayor and thanked the Council for its support during his time as Mayor.  The Council formally expressed its thanks and appreciation to Cllr White for his service as Town Mayor.  
2 Apologies for absence
None.

3 Member Vacancy

Resolved: That the existing vacancy on Sandy Town Council be filled by co-option of an additional Member at the Town Council Meeting to be held on Monday 20 June 2011.  The Town Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements in line with previous practice.
4 Declarations of Acceptance of Office 

Town Council noted that all members of the Town Council had made their declarations of acceptance of office in the presence of the Town Clerk before the Annual Meeting.
5 Election of Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy
Resolved: That Cllr Colin Osborne be elected Deputy Town Mayor of Sandy for the ensuing year.

6 Declaration of Interests
(a) Personal Interests
Cllr Aldis declared a personal interest as an allotment tenant of Sandy Town Council on matters pertaining to the allotments.

(b) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Lynch declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 20(e) as a founder and trustee of Sandy & District Helping Hands Guidance Centre.
7 Election of Representatives to Outside Bodies

Resolved: To elect Town Council representatives to those bodies named below as follows:
a) Cllr Sharman to the 22 Sandy Squadron Air Training Corps – Parents and Friends  Support Committee  
b) Cllr Smith to the Talk of the Town Transport Committee (Age Concern Bedfordshire) 
c) Cllr Smith to the A1 Campaign Committee 
d) Cllr Pettitt to be Sandy Town Council Highways Liaison Member
e) Cllr Lunn to the Village Hall Management Committee 
f) Cllr Pettitt to the Sandy Twinning Association 
g) Cllrs Sutton, Osborne and Runchman to the Bedfordshire Town Councils Group 
h) Cllr Ali to the Christmas Lights Working Group 
i) Cllr Sharman to Sandy Charities 
j) Cllr Sutton to Sandy Sports and Leisure Association  
k) Cllr Lynch and Cllr Stacey to the Sandy Young Peoples Youth Club 
l) Cllrs Aldis, Lunn, Sharman and Smith Sandy Enhancement Group 
8 Finance and General Purposes Committee
(a) Resolved: to elect all members of the Town Council to the Finance and General Purposes Committee

(b) Council discussed differing interpretations of Standing Order 63 and the procedure to be adopted for election of Chairmen to Committees.  The Clerk had interpreted Standing Orders to mean that committee members only should elect their Committee Chairman and advised that this was in accordance with recognised good practice both locally and nationally.  A resolution was moved that all members of Town Council should vote for Committee Chairmen as in previous years and a recorded vote was requested: Cllrs Osborne, Scott, Pettit, Lynch, Runchman and Smith voted for the resolution whilst Cllrs Sutton, Jackson, Lunn, Aldis, Ali, Stacey and White voted against.  Cllr Sharman abstained.  
(c)     Resolved: to elect Cllr Scott as Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
(d) Resolved: to elect Cllr Sharman as Vice-Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.
9  Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

(a) Resolved: to elect all  members of the Town Council  to the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee  for the ensuing year 

(b) Resolved: to elect Cllr Aldis as Chairman of the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.
(c)      Resolved: to elect Cllr White as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee for the ensuing year.
10  Staffing Committee

(a) Resolved: To elect Cllrs Pettitt, Smith, Scott and Stacey to the Staffing committee for the ensuing year.  (The Deputy Mayor would also be a Member.)

(b) Resolved: to elect Cllr Pettit as Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.
(c)     Resolved: to elect Cllr Scott as Vice-Chairman of the Staffing Committee for the ensuing year.
11  Audit Committee

(a) Resolved: To elect Cllr Jackson to the Audit Committee for the ensuing year. (The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Vice Chairman of Finance and General Purposes would also be members of the Committee.)
(b) Resolved: To elect Cllr Osborne as Chairman of the Audit Committee for the ensuing year. 

(c)     Resolved:  To elect Cllr Scott as Vice-Chairman of the Audit Committee.
12  Sub-committees and working groups

a) Sub-committees of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

Resolved: to elect Cllrs Aldis, Ali, Jackson, Sutton and White to the Communications Sub-Committee.  It was noted that a meeting of this Sub-Committee had been arranged for Monday 23 May 2011 at 6.30pm at 10 Cambridge Road.
Resolved: to elect Cllrs Lunn, Osborne, Pettitt, Runchman and White to the Policies Sub-Committee.

Resolved: to elect Cllrs Aldis, Ali, Lynch and Stacey to the Premises Sub-Committee. A vacancy will remain on this Group until co-option has taken place on 20th June.
b) Working Groups of the Finance and General Purposes Committee

Resolved: to explore the feasibility of constituting a Jobs and Skills Fair Working Group at a future date.

Resolved: to appoint Cllrs Aldis, Osborn, Pettit, Sutton and White to the Leisure Services Working Group 
Resolved: to appoint Cllrs Ali, Jackson, Lunn, Stacey and White to the Swimming Working Group
c) Sub-committees of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee:
Resolved: to appoint Cllrs Pettit, Runchman, Scott, Sharman, and Sutton to the Riddy and Pinnacle Sub-Committee.

Resolved: to appoint Cllrs Aldis, Lynch, Runchman, Pettitt, and Scott, to the Open Spaces Sub-Committee.
d) Working Groups of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee:

Resolved: to appoint Cllrs Sutton, Aldis, Osborne, Scott and Stacey to the Allotment and Cemetery Replacement Group.
13 Oral Questions

A member of the public raised two questions:
1) Why had the Town Council allowed its reserves to be significantly depleted in the previous two years and was a financial forecast available to show how the reserves would be affected in the future?
2) The Town Council was obliged to open its books to the public for 20 days per year and what arrangements had the Town Council made for this?

The Clerk was asked to respond in writing to these questions and she confirmed that details of the audit and the period when the financial records were made available would be displayed on the Town Council notice boards in the usual way.

14 Planning Applications
Town Council reviewed and discussed the following planning applications received from Bedfordshire Central Council for comment:

a) CB/11/01301/FULL Woodside Caravan Park, Hatch, Sandy SG19 1PT – change of use of land to use as a small private gypsy site for 3 families comprising 10 caravans and associated ancillary development at Plots 2, 2A and 3.

Resolved: to make no comment on the application.

b) CB/11/01036/FULL Unit 1, 1 Stockton End, Sandy – change of use of engineering workshop to vehicle MOT testing and wheel alignment centre.

Resolved: to make no objections to this application. 
15 Minutes of the previous meeting
Resolved: to approve the minutes of the meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 4 April 2011 as a correct record of proceedings.
16 Mayoral Communications
	7.4.11
	Attended Retired Senior Volunteer Programme coffee morning at

St Swithun’s Refectory Room



	9.4.11
	Attended the Sandy Town Plan Public Consultation morning at Sandy Town Council Offices with Cllr Aldis and other members of the Steering Group



	
	In the evening attended the Mayor of Kempston’s Spring Ball at The Keep, Kempston



	10.4.11
	Attended the Mayor of Arlesey’s Civic Service at St Peter’s Church, Arlesey



	13.4.11
	Attended the launch of the catalogue of oil painting is public ownership in Beds, Cambs and Northants at Elton Hall, Peterborough



	14.4.11
	With Cllr N Aldis attended a meeting with Joe Keir discuss the future of the Youth Café



	15.4.11
	Attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s St George’s Day Coffee Morning at Flitwick Village Hall



	17.4.11
	Attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’ Civic Service at St Vincent’s Roman Catholic Church, Houghton Regis



	18.4.11
	Chaired the Annual Parish Meeting held at The Jenkins Pavilion, Sandy.  Other members of the Council and the Town Clerk  and Deputy Town Clerk were in attendance



	19.4.11
	Attended the Chairman of Central Bedfordshire Council’s Charity Dinner at the Spice Lounge Restaurant in Dunstable



	8.5.11
	Took part in the judging at the Carnival Prince and Princess competition at the Roundabout Club



	13.5.11
	Attended the Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council’s summer reception



	15.5.11
	Hosted Town Mayor’s Civic Service at St Swithun’s Parish Church and reception at the council offices.  Other members of the council and the Town Clerk were in attendance



	16.5.11
	Attended the opening performance of Pinders circus at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground


17 Deputy Mayoral Communications

	17.4.11
	Accompanied by Mr D Sutton attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s St George’s Day Lunch at the Old Court House, Ampthill
In the evening attended with Mr D Sutton, the Mayor of Peterborough’s Last night of the Proms Concert.



18 Other Minutes and Reports

Resolved: To receive the Minutes of meetings of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11 April 2011 and Monday 18 April 2011 which had previously been circulated. (Council noted that the minutes for 18  
April 2011 contained an error as the Jenkins Pavilion was described as being at Cambridge Road.)
19 Reports from Unitary Authority Councillors and Representatives on Outside Bodies
(a) Cllr Maudlin reported that a full Council meeting of Central Bedfordshire Council would be held on 19 May 2011 at which the Leader and Deputy Leader would be elected.
(b) Cllr Pettit reported that there would be a four day Twinning visit to Malaunay, France in which he would be participating.  A meeting was planned for 27 May 2011 to discuss the future of the twinning link in the light of various difficulties both in France and England. 
20 Finance

(a) Resolved: To approve the accounts from 4 April 2011 to 16 May 2011 for payment 

(b) Resolved: To receive draft accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011

(c)     Resolved: To add all new Councilors and the Town Clerk as authorised signatories on the Town Council’s bank accounts

(d) Resolved: To allocate a grant in the sum of £400 to Biggles FM Community Radio using its powers under the Local Government Act 1972.
(e) An application for grant aid in the sum of £2,438 from Sandy and District Helping Hands Unemployment & Guidance Centre was considered but not granted.
21 Office Staff hours

Resolved: to continue the current trial of extended hours of working of 
Mrs Baker-Smith and Mrs Elliott from 31 May 2011 (as agreed in January 2011) to 1 August 2011 on the understanding that there was no expectation that the arrangement would definitely be confirmed.   
The Clerk noted that a decision should be made as soon as possible in order to be fair to the staff.
22 Annual Review of Sandy Town Council Standing Orders

Resolved: that a review of Sandy Town Council’s current Standing Orders be undertaken by the Policies Committee in light of the publication of new recommended NALC Model Standing Orders (2010).

23 Oral Questions from Electors

A member of the public raised additional oral questions about the Council’s income forecast for the coming year and about the timing of the publication of the Council’s Annual Account.  The Town Clerk agreed to respond to these questions in writing.  
24 Press Release
Resolved: that a press release with details of the new Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors and of the grant to Biggles FM be issued.  



SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	18/04/11

26/11
	CB/11/01301/ FULL

Woodside Caravan Park

Hatch

Sandy

SG19 1PT


	Change of use of land to use as a small private gypsy site for 3 families comprising of 10 caravans and associated ancillary development of Plots 2, 2A, 3 Woodside Caravan Park, Hatch, Sandy, Beds.


	Resolved: No comment
	Town Council

16/05/11

17/05/11
	

	26/04/11

28/11
	CB/11/01036/ FULL

Mr N Daldry

E Car Parts Ltd T/A BS Motors

4 Ashby Drive 

Upper Caldecote

Biggleswade

SG18 9DJ
	Change of use of engineering workshop to Vehicle MOT Testing and Wheel Alignment Centre at Unit 1, 1 Stockton End, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Units 2 & 3, 1 Stockton End, 2 & 4 Stockton End, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objections 
	Town Council 

16/05/11

17/05/11
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